
OLVER TO VOTE AGAINST IRAQ RESOLUTION

  

WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) delivered a speech on the House floor on Tuesday evening stating his opposition to President Bush's resolution authorizing military action against Iraq and his intention of voting against the resolution on Thursday.   

   Below is the text of Olver's remarks:   

           I rise today in opposition to this resolution.   

           There is no question that Saddam Hussein has been a menace to the international community. He has used chemical weapons on his own people and in the war he started with Iran. Saddam Hussein has defied the United Nations by failing to dismantle his weapons of mass destruction and repeatedly obstructing monitoring and verification by UN weapons inspectors. Nobody in this body doubts that Saddam Hussein is a treacherous dictator, but Congress has not been presented a compelling case that Saddam Hussein poses an imminent threat to the peace and security of the United States that must be dealt with immediately.   

           The President's resolution coincides with his introduction of unilateral, pre-emptive military action as a cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy and, in fact, this resolution gives the President the authority to conduct unilateral, pre-emptive war against Iraq. That is a major shift in US foreign policy. Such a strategy invites other nations to assert their right to use this type of action outside the UN charter. In my view, a world where nations rely on unilateral, pre-emptive war as a tool of foreign policy would be an exceedingly more dangerous world than we live in today.   

           In asserting the right to use unilateral, pre-emptive action in Iraq, the administration appears unconcerned about the consequences of an attack on Iraq, but military action is virtually certain to further destabilize the region. Pakistan, a nuclear power, and Saudi Arabia, probably the most despotic Islamic regime after Iraq and the country of origin for 17 of the 19 suicide terrorists responsible for the heinous attacks of September 11, are the most likely to be destabilized.   

           A unilateral, pre-emptive attack by the United States against Iraq is a made-to-order event that Al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups will use to recruit poverty-stricken, disaffected young men and women in these countries and throughout the Islamic world to their cause. Thus, an attack now could threaten the peace and security of Americans and American interests around the globe.   

           War with Iraq will clearly divert attention from the war against Al-Qaeda, which is not yet won, and from Afghanistan, which we and our coalition allies are committed to rebuilding.   

           Furthermore, a unilateral, pre-emptive strike would make the quest for peace between Israel and the Palestinians more difficult. Were Saddam Hussein to launch weapons of mass destruction at Israel, Israel would likely respond with overwhelming force.   

           Like many of my colleagues, I favor working through the UN to disarm Iraq by the strongest possible resolution for unconditional inspection of any and all sites in Iraq and the destruction of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons.   

           If Iraq refuses to allow full and unfettered inspections and refuses to fully disarm its weapons of mass destruction, military force may become necessary. But that action would best be sanctioned by the UN Security Council and be a deliberate, multilateral response to Saddam Hussein's refusal to disarm rather than the unilateral, pre-emptive action we are asked to authorize today.   

           As all of us are aware, the decision to authorize the President of the United States to commit troops to battle is the gravest decision that we can be called upon to make. A war with Iraq will bring untold American and Iraqi casualties. War should be considered only as a last resort after all possible alternatives have been exhausted by the international community.   

           For these reasons, I cannot in good conscience vote for the resolution.   
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